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NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest

Category D1

Responsible Journalism:
Public Service

Lloyd P. Burns Memorial Award



D1: Responsible Journalism – Public Service –
Lloyd P. Burns Memorial Award

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

South Jersey Times
Rail incident is second at Mantua Creek 
span in past three years

Residents outraged in Paulsboro

An informed public is a safer public

Schools back in action

Wash. Twp. fire crew quits HAZMAT 
team

Staff



D1: Responsible Journalism – Public Service –
Lloyd P. Burns Memorial Award

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Courier News
Access to public records at stake

Judge OKs access to public records

Courts sides with access

Senate bill may relax records ruling

Payroll company behind newspaper’s 
lawsuit against borough waives fee

Staff



D1: Responsible Journalism – Public Service –
Lloyd P. Burns Memorial Award

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

Gloucester County 
Times
A lost soul no longer

Seven with no family buried

Carly Romalino
Reporter



D1: Responsible Journalism – Public Service –
Lloyd P. Burns Memorial Award

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Law and Disorder

Betraying the Badge

Chief reveals FBI's role in Edison probe

More turmoil for cops in Edison

TSA hired ex-Edison cop with a history

Mark Mueller
Reporter



D1: Responsible Journalism – Public Service –
Lloyd P. Burns Memorial Award

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

Asbury Park Press
Road to Recovery –
After Superstorm Sandy

Staff



D1: Responsible Journalism – Public Service –
Lloyd P. Burns Memorial Award

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

Asbury Park Press
Cheated: Why Lakewood public 
schools have failed and 
what we can do to fix them

Shannon Mullen
Ken Serrano
Todd Bates
Margaret Bonafide



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D2

Responsible Journalism:
Editorial Comment



D2: Responsible Journalism –
Editorial Comment

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Times
Resign Mayor Mack

Gov. Christie, please visit TCHS

The paper chase

Nora O'Dowd



D2: Responsible Journalism –
Editorial Comment

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Daily Record
Dover is moving too fast 
on public safety plan

Trenton bipartisan maturity 
went away

Free beaches, whatever it takes

Keith Ryzewicz



D2: Responsible Journalism –
Editorial Comment

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

Gloucester County 
Times
Nothing 'premier' in 3-year impasse

Don't wait a year on N.J. wage lift

Toxic transports needs to be safer

Mary Lee Donahue
Copy Editor



D2: Responsible Journalism –
Editorial Comment

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Philadelphia 
Inquirer
N.J. Legislature has finally 
'gone to the dogs'

'I got this' video had more than 
one message

Union job is nice work, 
especially the pay

Josh Gohlke



D2: Responsible Journalism –
Editorial Comment

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

Home News Tribune
Christie's not credible

MCIA leaders have changes

Edison police need ...

Keith Ryzewicz



D2: Responsible Journalism –
Editorial Comment

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Press 
of Atlantic City
Chill, councilman

Both ignore truth

The naked truth

Jim Perskie
Editorial Page Editor



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D3

Responsible Journalism: 
Enterprise



D3: Responsible Journalism –
Enterprise

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

Daily Record
Sasquatch in New Jersey?

The Hot Spots for Sightings

The Last Step

Lorraine Ash



D3: Responsible Journalism –
Enterprise

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Express-Times
Seeking cancer answers

Rudy Miller
Lehigh Valley Editor

Pamela Sroka-Holzmann
Reporter



D3: Responsible Journalism –
Enterprise

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Times
Ghost garage project among targets 
of FBI searches

Before FBI warrants came ex-lawyer, 
cash in hand

A case built with help of 'cooperating 
witnesses'

The auto-detailer and the FBI binder 
of evidence

FBI:'Uncle 'Remus' was phrase that pays

Alex Zdan



D3: Responsible Journalism –
Enterprise

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

Asbury Park Press
Gripped by Violence

Alesha Williams
Michelle Gladden
Kevin Penton
Nicquel Terry



D3: Responsible Journalism –
Enterprise

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
48 hours that forever changed 
New Jersey

'Angels are gathering' amid ruins 
of a shore town

Empty shelves, heavy hearts: 
Closing up shop

Everyday heroes step up 
in shore's darkest hours

Amy Ellis Nutt
Reporter



D3: Responsible Journalism –
Enterprise

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

A "How-To" Guide 
to New Jersey's Power Game

Jeff Pillets



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D4

Responsible Journalism: 
First Amendment

Art Weissman Memorial Award



D4: Responsible Journalism – First Amendment –
Art Weissman Memorial Award

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

Burlington County 
Times
Ballot slots blamed for losses

Ballot positioning taken to task

Maybe they're just not that into you

Rose Krebs
Staff Writer

Jeannie O'Sullivan
Staff Writer

Gretchen Barrett-Hanafy
Editorial Page Editor



D4: Responsible Journalism – First Amendment –
Art Weissman Memorial Award

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

New Jersey Herald
High Point won't release probe
High Point at odds • Police called 
Schools chief faces
Superintendent sued 
Board addresses • Still at odds 
Investigation opened 
Superintendent resigns 
Chief's retirement 
Chief addresses 
Debated in court • Judge denies

Eric Obernauer
Reporter



D4: Responsible Journalism – First Amendment –
Art Weissman Memorial Award

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

Courier News
The cost of moving ahead

Somerville slashes 
promoter's pay

Sergio Bichao



D4: Responsible Journalism – First Amendment –
Art Weissman Memorial Award

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Troopers face probe • 2 troopers
Three top • State Police policy
A beating by troopers 
How trooper pumped
State slams brakes
If troopers speak up
In most states
Treatment of diabetic
Startling turn in
Amid gains, State

Christopher Baxter
Reporter



D4: Responsible Journalism – First Amendment –
Art Weissman Memorial Award

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

From a tattered mob case, 
bitter charges flare

Shawn Boburg
Jean Rimbach
Monsy Alvarado



D4: Responsible Journalism – First Amendment –
Art Weissman Memorial Award

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Bill in an Instant

At Ariz. confab: 
How to turn conservative ideas into law

Christie's education bills called originals

Hard road in fighting 
copycat state bills

Liberals taking aim at copycat GOP bills

Salvador Rizzo
Reporter



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D5

Reporting and Writing: 
Breaking News



D5: Reporting and Writing –
Breaking News

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

Courier News
Community grieves 
for victims of fire

Family receives community 
support after fire kills 5

Staff



D5: Reporting and Writing –
Breaking News

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

The News 
of Cumberland County
Millville mourns officer

Driver in fatal crash wanted to be officer

'Nothing in my arms all day'

Alex Young
Reporter

Jim Cook
Reporter

Phil Tomlinson
Reporter



D5: Reporting and Writing –
Breaking News

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

South Jersey Times
Residents witness Mantua Creek 
bridge collapse

Officials: Long-term effects not likely

Sweeny: 
Derailment is Conrail's responsibility

Officials evacuate additional residents 
as precautionary measure

Coast Guard, DEP assess 
how to remove vinyl chloride

Staff



D5: Reporting and Writing –
Breaking News

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Historic devastation

Pure hell

Staff



D5: Reporting and Writing –
Breaking News

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

Storm Punishes North Jersey

Shellshocked

Staff



D5: Reporting and Writing –
Breaking News

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

Asbury Park Press
Superstorm Sandy

Staff



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D6

Reporting and Writing: 
News 

Writing Portfolio



D6: Reporting and Writing –
News Writing Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

Today's Sunbeam
Local wrestling champ found dead

County officials nix ghost show 
visit to Johnson Hall

Skull found in Del. River

Mike Williams
Reporter



D6: Reporting and Writing –
News Writing Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Courier News
Plainfield home-invasion victim, 
87, recounts torture

NJ Supreme Court rules Plainfield 
couple can sue rescue squad 
for failing to save shot son

Man not guilty in family attach

Mark Spivey



D6: Reporting and Writing –
News Writing Portfolio

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Times
FBI raids Mack's home

Before FBI warrants came lawyer, 
cash in hand

Vendor paid 'finder's fee' 
for city contract

Alex Zdan



D6: Reporting and Writing –
News Writing Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

Testimony may weaken defense

M.B. wants to see Ravi 
serve time

Spotlight on judge's reasoning 
in Ravi sentence

Karen Sudol



D6: Reporting and Writing –
News Writing Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Philadelphia 
Inquirer
Wildwood days 
for Seaside refugees

Cleanup Headaches

FEMA delivers a blow at Shore

Amy Rosenberg



D6: Reporting and Writing –
News Writing Portfolio

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Law and disorder

Funeral industry struggles 
to cope in dire conditions

State scrambles to fix a polling 
system that Sandy left in 
shambles

Mark Mueller
Reporter



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D7

Reporting and Writing: 
Environmental 

Writing Portfolio



D7: Reporting and Writing –
Environmental Writing Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Express-Times
History of sludge on fields 
pungent

GenOn closing isn't healthy 
for economy, mayor claims

Board approves fertilizer facility

Andrew George
Reporter



D7: Reporting and Writing –
Environmental Writing Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Burlington County 
Times
Rare combination 
brews huge storm

Sandy to go down in history 
as remarkable storm

Powerful storms 
becoming common

Storm

Matt Chiappardi



D7: Reporting and Writing –
Environmental Writing Portfolio

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

Burlington County 
Times
Where the wild things 
are safe and sound

Taking a bite out of mosquitoes

Coastal experts eye 
ocean's land grab

Peg Quann



D7: Reporting and Writing –
Environmental Writing Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

After falling behind in recycling, 
NJ looks for solutions

Drinking water going to waste

Pumping proposal sparks 
water war

James O'Neill



D7: Reporting and Writing –
Environmental Writing Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

Pipeline scar headed here

Riverside dangers

EPA fears toxic spread

Scott Fallon



D7: Reporting and Writing –
Environmental Writing Portfolio

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Press 
of Atlantic City
Trawl study repeat

Protecting studying the red knots

Chemical spill dissipates 
but worry lingers

Sarah Watson
Staff Writer



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D8

Reporting and Writing: 
Feature, Lifestyle and 

Entertainment 
Writing Portfolio



D8: Reporting and Writing – Feature, 
Lifestyle & Entertainment Writing Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Express-Times
Her breast bet

Burlesque is back

A chronicle of our time

Kelly Huth
Features Editor



D8: Reporting and Writing –
Feature, Lifestyle & Entertainment Writing Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Express-Times
Legends and lenses

Fricke's Picks

Bamboozle

Tiffany Bentley
Features Writer



D8: Reporting and Writing – Feature, 
Lifestyle & Entertainment Writing Portfolio

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Times
A little curd goes a long whey

Voices of freedom

Sharpening their powers 
of persuasion

Wendy Plump



D8: Reporting and Writing – Feature, 
Lifestyle & Entertainment Writing Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

The risk was real, 
but so was their love

Life saver

Cancer's other risk

Lindy Washburn



D8: Reporting and Writing – Feature, 
Lifestyle & Entertainment Writing Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Philadelphia 
Inquirer
Rental rules in N.J. raise concerns

Still eating what they can catch

'Mexican rodeos' find crowds, 
and criticism

James Osborne



D8: Reporting and Writing – Feature, 
Lifestyle & Entertainment Writing Portfolio

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Where's the respect?

The keys of E

The soul of 'Soul Train'

Tris McCall
Reporter



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D9

Reporting and Writing: 
Medical 

Writing Portfolio



D9: Reporting and Writing –
Medical Writing Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

Gloucester County 
Times
Medical tests begin 
for Kiddie Kollege students

Medical students honor 
their class cadavers

Are the odds in your favor?

Carly Romalino
Reporter



D9: Reporting and Writing –
Medical Writing Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Burlington County 
Times
Cooking to connect

Gift of Empowerment

Dangerous bounty

Naila Francis



D9: Reporting and Writing –
Medical Writing Portfolio

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

Daily Record
Raising awareness about strokes

Deadly Reality

Telepsychiatry

Lorraine Ash



D9: Reporting and Writing –
Medical Writing Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

Medical shortage 
putting lives at risk

Homeless using ERs 
for shelter and food

No longer a prisoner of illness

Barbara Williams



D9: Reporting and Writing –
Medical Writing Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Marooned in the moment

Optimistic physician-warrior seeks 
patients before disease takes hold

Chatham CVS accidentally 
gave kids breast cancer pills

Amy Ellis Nutt
Reporter



D9: Reporting and Writing –
Medical Writing Portfolio

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

Cancer's other risk

Easy credit a risk for patients

The risk was real, 
but so was their love

Lindy Washburn



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D10

Reporting and Writing: 
Education 

Writing Portfolio



D10: Reporting and Writing –
Education Writing Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

New Jersey Herald
School boards consider moving 
election to November

Skype brings Fredon, Sparta 
third-grade classes together

Test scores show 
where help needed

Jessica Masulli Reyes
Reporter



D10: Reporting and Writing –
Education Writing Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Burlington County 
Times
Go make waves

Academic outook brightens

County special education 
services help more kids

Peg Quann



D10: Reporting and Writing –
Education Writing Portfolio

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

The News of 
Cumberland County
Social media, social conflict

The iShoe

Bridgeton youth get another shot 
at diploma

Lauren Taniguchi
Reporter



D10: Reporting and Writing –
Education Writing Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Schools take on bullies, 
with mixed results

School's out for charter 
that opened doors to all

N.J. probes school districts 
over standardized-test security

Jeanette Rundquist
Reporter



D10: Reporting and Writing –
Education Writing Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

Asbury Park Press
An experiment in success

Holding back to get ahead

Tough time for special-needs kids

Alesha Boyd Williams
Learning Editor



D10: Reporting and Writing –
Education Writing Portfolio

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

SAT data fails test

College merger already costly

Good students can get 
a great deal

Patricia Alex



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D11

Reporting and Writing: 
Sports 

Writing Portfolio



D11: Reporting and Writing – Sports Writing Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Trentonian
Baggett's Big Chance

Former, current players 
show support for Baggett

Small Schools, Big Penalty

Trenton loses NCAA tourney 
amid sports-betting fight

Read to Ride

Noon more than a manager

Kyle Franko
Reporter



D11: Reporting and Writing –
Sports Writing Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Daily Record
Camaraderie, health on display 
at Adaptive event

Where are they now? 
Minor leaguers move on

Mohrbutter rolls over obstacles

Jane Havsy



D11: Reporting and Writing –
Sports Writing Portfolio

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

Burlington County 
Times
Punch bag

Golden girl

Best for last

John Lewis



D11: Reporting and Writing –
Sports Writing Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Press 
of Atlantic City
Dawkins goes out as an Eagle

When play becomes hard work

Crew coach loses leg not drive

David Weinberg
Staff Writer



D11: Reporting and Writing –
Sports Writing Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

Courier-Post
A world turned upside down

Blind Ambition

Medal & Mystique

Randy Miller
Reporter



D11: Reporting and Writing –
Sports Writing Portfolio

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

Ref's third job: counseling vets

After cheating death, 
he's living life

Dickey's rise to stardom 
keeping knucklers afloat

Jeff Roberts



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D12

Reporting and Writing: 
Scholastic Sports 
Writing Portfolio



D12: Reporting and Writing –
Scholastic Sports Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

Daily Record
Swimmer is a survivor

Families help team realize 
baseball dream

With heavy hearts, Randolph 
boys win soccer match

Jane Havsy



D12: Reporting and Writing – Scholastic Sports Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Jersey 
Journal
Kearny gets probation, 
fine

Sarah's home run 
for Victoria

Win would sure show 
Sandy

Patrick Villanova
Sports Editor



D12: Reporting and Writing –
Scholastic Sports Portfolio

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

Gloucester County 
Times
Graziani going for four

Lions' Light gets 300th win

Sophomore put himself 
among elite

Bill Evans
Reporter



D12: Reporting and Writing –
Scholastic Sports Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

Courier-Post
Track Star Mom

'Able to adapt'

Safety first in H.S. Sports

Celeste Whittaker
Reporter



D12: Reporting and Writing –
Scholastic Sports Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

Asbury Park Press
N.J. Coaches & Athletes series:
Real world teamwork
Family, football and tradition
Playing through the pain

Stephen Edelson



D12: Reporting and Writing –
Scholastic Sports Portfolio

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
The ultimate must-win game

Finding resolve to play on

From trip of a lifetime, 
a voyage of grief

Matthew Stanmyre
Reporter



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D13

Reporting and Writing: 
Business & Financial 

Writing Portfolio



D13: Reporting and Writing –
Business & Financial Writing Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Times
Tackling the college conundrum

Shedding light on 401(k) fees

Getting ready for retirement

Kurt Rossi



D13: Reporting and Writing –
Business & Financial Writing Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Times
Lights out on incandescent bulbs

Business (not as usual)

Chilling effects of mild winter 
weather

Joyce Persico



D13: Reporting and Writing –
Business & Financial Writing Portfolio

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Express-Times
Seek and employ

Valley company's test 
gets FDA's OK

Imprinted memories 
of Mack plant

Tom Zanki
Business Editor



D13: Reporting and Writing –
Business & Financial Writing Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

NJ drug industry losing its edge

Doubts dog art auctions

Biofuel firm feels squeezed

Hugh Morley



D13: Reporting and Writing –
Business & Financial Writing Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

Asbury Park Press
Sunny days or cloudy skies?

Drowning dreams

High cost of being poor

Michael Diamond



D13: Reporting and Writing –
Business & Financial Writing Portfolio

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Philadelphia 
Inquirer
Christie called slow on bets law

A.C. sees non-gaming Vegas gold

Revel's growing peril

Suzette Parmley



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D14

Reporting and Writing: 
News Column



D14: Reporting and Writing –
News Column

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

Burlington County 
Times
Taking 'the Boss' to task

Taking a stand on the sidewalk

Somewhere, a place for him

J.D. Mullane



D14: Reporting and Writing – News Column

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Trentonian
Where is Christie while Trenton 
youths are murdered?

After Sandy we'll still face 
deadly threats

Help prevent the next 
senseless crime against women

L.A. Parker



D14: Reporting and Writing –
News Column

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

Burlington County 
Times
The wait has become a weight

A hard habit to break

Baseball in perspective

Phil Gianficaro



D14: Reporting and Writing –
News Column

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

Asbury Park Press
Refund solves Giant problem

Parents' heartache

Customers left out in the cold

David P. Willis



D14: Reporting and Writing –
News Column

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Newark newsstand owner 
thought permit fight was history, 
city says no

Strangers in life, 
together in heaven

On the wings of a song, 
a beloved sister went home

Barry Carter
Columnist



D14: Reporting and Writing –
News Column

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

Asbury Park Press
Bitter cold inside disaster shelter

Their rallying cry: 
angels gather here

Tears, red tape and 
a promise to keep

Stephen Edelson



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D15

Reporting and Writing: 
Opinion Column



D15: Reporting and Writing –
Opinion Column

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

Courier News
Penn State got what it deserved

Turn an enemy into a friend

Another missed opportunity

Jay Jefferson Cooke



D15: Reporting and Writing –
Opinion Column

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Herald News
In the case of Paterson's 
old bricks

Of backpacks 
and other hard choices

One more shooting 
on a city street

Bruce Lowry



D15: Reporting and Writing – Opinion Column

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Trentonian
The mayor and JoJo 
were always a bad mix

Tony Mack's cast of characters 
and the loser's limp

Where were you guys last year?

L.A. Parker



D15: Reporting and Writing –
Opinion Column

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Seeing the Stones 
for not many clams

Welcome to the United States 
of Puritanism

Military history comes 
to the Shore

Paul Mulshine
Columnist



D15: Reporting and Writing –
Opinion Column

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

Watching the two faces 
of Dharum Ravi

On marriage, Christie deflects 
rather than defends

Here's to life, Barbara Cook 
and dad

Alfred P. Doblin



D15: Reporting and Writing –
Opinion Column

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

Governor to Paterson: 
Drop Dead

In search of a middle ground 
on debate about guns

The bridge that may never 
swing

Mike Kelly



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D16

Reporting and Writing: 
Feature/Entertainment 

Column



D16: Reporting and Writing –
Feature/Entertainment Column

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Express-Times
Three-minute meals: 
Soft pretzel tuna melt

Three-minute meals: 
Noodles with Thai peanut sauce

Three-minute meals: 
Fresh fruit and yogurt parfait

Nick Falsone
Managing Editor



D16: Reporting and Writing –
Feature/Entertainment Column

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Burlington County 
Times
Of families and 
beach vacations

Hate the message, 
love the chicken

Handymen are hot

Kate Fratti



D16: Reporting and Writing –
Feature/Entertainment Column

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

Gloucester County 
Times
Couple from Elmer suited to a 'T'

Turnersville man has two-ton toy

'The Hearse Guy' provides 
a Halloween special

Denis Mercier



D16: Reporting and Writing –
Feature/Entertainment Column

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Ready to rumble

Still cooking

Managing is her habit

Peter Genovese
Columnist



D16: Reporting and Writing –
Feature/Entertainment Column

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

Courier-Post
Tracing the life of a hero

A rose by any other name...

Victim No. 59 
is almost a certainty

Jim Walsh
Reporter



D16: Reporting and Writing –
Feature/Entertainment Column

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

"Wrecking ball“: Brother Bruce's 
sermon lifts up the 99 percent

As lyrics lean left, 
fans say Boss is still all right

Female warriors take the 
spotlight, bow and arrow 
in hand

Jim Beckerman



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D17

Reporting and Writing: 
Sports Column



D17: Reporting and Writing –
Sports Column

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

Gloucester County 
Times
Bryz only clueless off ice

Intense series gets physical

Finally time for Penguins 
to show off

Chris Pawling
Reporter



D17: Reporting and Writing –
Sports Column

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Today's Sunbeam
Sixers singing same old tune

Philadelphia gambles away 
house money

Jury still out on QB foles

Rob Edwards
Reporter



D17: Reporting and Writing –
Sports Column

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

New Jersey Herald
Let's bring the magic back 
to Skylands Park

Donoher was a winner, 
right to the end: Sports writers 
have their own 'secret' issues

Carl Barbati
Sports Editor



D17: Reporting and Writing –
Sports Column

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Allowing kids to be kids, 
for a few hours at least

Rutgers getting under the covers 
with one slithery bedfellow

Tom Coughlin: 
A man ahead of his time –
by at least five minutes

Dave D'Alessandro
Columnist



D17: Reporting and Writing –
Sports Column

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

Rex is on mute when he should 
call out his players

Giant message hits home

Rutgers takes two steps forward

Tara Sullivan



D17: Reporting and Writing –
Sports Column

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

Courier-Post
Why my ballot was left blank

Smoked on the water

Franco Harris proud of S.J. roots

Randy Miller
Reporter



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D18

Reporting and Writing: 
Critical Writing



D18: Reporting and Writing –
Critical Writing

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

New Jersey Herald
Book review: Finding pretty 
in the 'Uglies'

Suddenly, all the adults 
are 'Gone'

'Limitless' drug 
takes deadly toll

Matty Putnam
Book Reviewer



D18: Reporting and Writing – Critical Writing

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Burlington County 
Times
Fact based political thriller 
will keep you on edge

Spielberg's historical epic 
stands tall

Much-anticipated trilogy 
gets off to slow start

Lou Gaul



D18: Reporting and Writing – Critical Writing

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Times
Pasta chef gives customers 
a show along with fresh dishes 
at Antimo's

Enzo's rebounds quickly 
from storm to keep serving 
Italian favorites

Wall Street refugees reopen 
restaurant at historic crossroads

Susan Sprague Yeske



D18: Reporting and Writing –
Critical Writing

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Press 
of Atlantic City
Van Halen may be slipping, 
but they still got it

Band delivers fun variety surprises

Madonna once again proves 
she is the best live act going

Scott Cronick
At The Shore Editor



D18: Reporting and Writing –
Critical Writing

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

Asbury Park Press
Forgive and forget

Flying high

Falling down

Bill Canacci



D18: Reporting and Writing – Critical Writing

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Small-scale but striking

Precious little to like

A dangerous icon: 
The Lone Gunman

Stephen Whitty
Film Critic



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D19

Reporting and Writing: 
Robert P. Kelly Award



D19: Reporting and Writing – Robert P. Kelly Award

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Trentonian
Year of the Road Construction

Benci testimony shows 
web of bribes, shady dealings 
over public contracts

Hamilton School District faces 
facilities, administrative 
problems

Michael Macagnone



D19: Reporting and Writing –
Robert P. Kelly Award

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Gloucester County 
Times
Family, friends mourn death 
of WT senior

Moriarty accused of DWI, 
denies charge

Fatal distraction

Michelle Caffrey
Reporter



D19: Reporting and Writing –
Robert P. Kelly Award

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Daily Journal
Millville officer killed in crash

Millville's Superman

Levoy Theatre opens in style

Chris Torres
Reporter



D19: Reporting and Writing –
Robert P. Kelly Award

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

Asbury Park Press
Brick priest arrested on sex counts

No easy solution 
to reducing fatalities

A storm worse than Irene?

Anthony Panissidi



D19: Reporting and Writing –
Robert P. Kelly Award

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

Bergen police officers pitch in 
to comfort Newtown students

Having own utility helps town 
turn on lights quickly

"Lost" art concerns parents

Tatiana Schlossberg



D19: Reporting and Writing –
Robert P. Kelly Award

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Commercials go social

A 10-gallon success

Employers see value in a vet

Stacy Jones
Reporter



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D20

Reporting and Writing: 
Best Headlines



D20: Reporting and Writing –
Best Headlines

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

New Jersey Herald
Sunny skies meet Irish eyes 
in Newton

The Importance of Being Ernest

Ancestry search 
has historic outcome

Jim Bohen
Copy Desk Chief



D20: Reporting and Writing –
Best Headlines

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Express-Times
Dark night

Battered face sends warning

Sajak, White drunk at 'Wheel'

Stephen Novak
Assistant News Editor



D20: Reporting and Writing –
Best Headlines

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

Burlington County 
Times
Boy meets grill: A match 
made in the backyard

Canine earns a spot 
in Westampton

He's got the world on a string: 
Craftsman brings new life 
to musical instruments

Martha Esposito



D20: Reporting and Writing –
Best Headlines

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Stuck with the Simpsons

New cab hailed

Those with an itch for the lottery 
often scratch

Todd Ritter
Copy Editor



D20: Reporting and Writing –
Best Headlines

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
State forecast: A catastrophe

Obama claims the 47% 
Romney wrote off

To GOP, Christie's 'no' 
still sounds like 'maybe'

Patricia K. Cole
Copy Editor



D20: Reporting and Writing –
Best Headlines

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Press 
of Atlantic City
School's in for summer

Island gets its people back

4 calling birds, 3 french hens, 
2 turtle doves

Dan Grote
Copy Editor



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D21

Reporting and Writing: 
Special Issue



D21: Reporting and Writing – Special Issue

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Daily 
Journal
Back in the Spotlight

Staff



D21: Reporting and Writing – Special Issue

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Jersey 
Journal
Looking Back, 
Looking Ahead, 9/11

Editorial staff



D21: Reporting and Writing – Special Issue

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Daily Journal
Mike Trout: Rookie of the Year

Josh Friedman
Reporter

Joe Moore
Designer



D21: Reporting and Writing –
Special Issue

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Rock & Pop Hall of Fame 2012

Jay Lustig
Reporter/Editor

Tris McCall
Reporter

Shawn Weston
Designer



D21: Reporting and Writing – Special Issue

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Press 
of Atlantic City
High School Football 
Kickoff 2012 
Tough Enough

Staff



D21: Reporting and Writing –
Special Issue

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Sandy's Heroes

Staff



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category 22

Reporting and Writing: 
Niche Publication



D22: Reporting and Writing –
Niche Publication

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Gloucester County 
Times
Indulge South Jersey

Kristie Rearick
Indulge Editor



D22: Reporting and Writing –
Niche Publication

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

Gloucester County 
Times
Washington Township Times

Jessica Beym
Editor

Michelle Caffrey
Reporter



D22: Reporting and Writing – Niche Publication

Third Place
Daily Over 35,000

Courier-Post
Mint

Mary Price
Editor

Tara Page
Designer



D22: Reporting and Writing – Niche Publication

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Blue Heaven: 
The New York Giants 
Incredible Run to the 
NFL Championship

Staff



D22: Reporting and Writing – Niche Publication

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

(201) Magazine

Staff



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D23

Design and Presentation: 
News Page Design 

Portfolio



D23: Design and Presentation –
News Page Design Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

Courier News
8 things that will cost you more 
this year

When will it stop?

Game on!

Obama!

Four decades of failure

Suzanne Palma



D23: Design and Presentation –
News Page Design Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Herald News
Show of faith

Healthcare choices coming

Gabby grabs gold

Devastation

Seaching for relief

Scott Muller



D23: Design and Presentation –
News Page Design Portfolio

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

Burlington County 
Times
Burlington County Times

Colleen Prendergast



D23: Design and Presentation –
News Page Design Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

Home News Tribune
Why you pay so much 
at the pump

A tale of two Christies

Making a comeback

The Forensic of Texting

Saying Goodbye

Suzanne Palma



D23: Design and Presentation –
News Page Design Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Yes, it's constitutional

"911, where is your emergency?"

Nowhere to go

Amazin'

Obama

Shawn Weston
Designer



D23: Design and Presentation –
News Page Design Portfolio

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
'Jerk' ‘Numbnuts' ‘Idiot'

Historic Devastation

288-0-30

The failure of Penn State

Champs again!

Joe Lee
Designer



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D24

Design and Presentation: 
Feature Section Page 

Design Portfolio



D24: Design and Presentation –
Feature Section Page Design Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Express-Times
Tying the knot

Bug off!

To bee or not to bee

Frights and delights

Color watch

Melanie Henry
Features Paginator



D24: Design and Presentation –
Feature Section Page Design Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Courier News
Think Outside the Lunch Box

Best of the 'Wurst'

1. fruit

Here Comes Hanukkah

Deck the Halls

Jennifer Meyer



D24: Design and Presentation – Feature Section Page Design Portfolio

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Times
Classical strands

It's all about the dog

Other worlds

Winter wonders

It happened here

Michael Mancuso



D24: Design and Presentation –
Feature Section Page Design Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

No fancy food, thank you

Hitting the road 
with Don Bosco's boosters

Reliving a love story

A river reborn

It's not easy being green

Jerry Luciani



D24: Design and Presentation –
Feature Section Page Design Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
The wonder of Whitney

Overkill

Sir Ian

Fall movie preview

Rock & pop hall of fame

Shawn Weston
Designer



D24: Design and Presentation –
Feature Section Page Design Portfolio

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Reflections of Raquel

Our man Bond

Are we headed for war 
with Iran?

Our broken constitution

Gifts from Tinseltown

Neville Harvey
Designer



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D25

Design and Presentation: 
Sports Page Design 

Portfolio



D25: Design and Presentation –
Sports Page Design Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

Burlington County 
Times
Sports

Paul Moser



D25: Design and Presentation –
Sports Page Design Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Courier News
Versatile Veterans

Danger Ahead

Safety First

Walking the Walk

Conquering Hero

Eduardo Alvarez



D25: Design and Presentation –
Sports Page Design Portfolio

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

Courier News
Resident Genius

Should Knicks Go all Lin?

Tried & True

BCS or Bust

Second to None

Kiersten Schmidt



D25: Design and Presentation –
Sports Page Design Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

Asbury Park Press
Danger ahead

Let the Games begin

All Shore

Conquering Hero

Nova Takes Command

Eduardo Alvarez



D25: Design and Presentation –
Sports Page Design Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Damned Yankees

Pooling their efforts 
for stunning results

Blue Heaven!

Bird of prey

00:03.00 or Less

Dan Worthington
Designer



D25: Design and Presentation –
Sports Page Design Portfolio

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

Asbury Park Press
Too much pitching?

Should Knicks go all Lin?

Resident genius

Second to none

BCS or bust

Kiersten Schmidt



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D26

Design and Presentation: 
Business Page Design 

Portfolio



D26: Design and Presentation –
Business Page Design Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Burlington County 
Times
Money

Morgaine Ford-Workman



D26: Design and Presentation –
Business Page Design Portfolio

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

The Times
Lights out on incandescent bulbs

Hospital move a flatline for business

Passive houses: 
'It's all about the guts'

"They're tired of working for ... 
(peanuts)"

"These Joints are jumping"

Jeff Trently



D26: Design and Presentation –
Business Page Design Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

New assault on drugstores

Ventures have another option 
to raise funds

Back to school outlook bright

Tax appeals are hard work

Black Friday starts Thursday

Lance Theroux



D26: Design and Presentation –
Business Page Design Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
More than batteries required

Stuck with the Simpsons

For Panasonic, Newark site 
is on the money

How to make a better television

Help Wanted: Company seeks 
corporate Rock STAR, office JEDI, 
cubicle NINJA

Todd Ritter
Designer



D26: Design and Presentation –
Business Page Design Portfolio

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

Asbury Park Press
Your Money

Marcus Scott



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D27

Design and Presentation: 
Graphics/Illustration 

Portfolio



D27: Design and Presentation –
Graphics/Illustration Portfolio

Third Place, Daily Under 35,000

Burlington County 
Times
Pumpkins and princesses

Veggin' out

Hollystock

Black Friday game plan

Pie for dinner

Morgaine
Ford-Workman



D27: Design and Presentation –
Graphics/Illustration Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Under 35,000

Burlington County 
Times
Generation disconnect

Newtown massacre

Prom monster

School bus hell

Facebored

Tom Raski



D27: Design and Presentation –
Graphics/Illustration Portfolio

First Place, Daily Under 35,000

Courier News
Good for the Nation's Health

Governor Christie

Core Controversy

Where Are the Doctors?

Hard Labor

Joseph Woods



D27: Design and Presentation – Graphics/Illustration Portfolio

Third Place
Daily Over 35,000

Asbury 
Park Press
Reel romance

Boardwalk cuisine

Look who's coming to dinner

Why kids lie

Tricks for treats

Jeff Colson



D27: Design and Presentation –
Graphics/Illustration Portfolio

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
The summer slump

What if the bird flu got away?

Are we headed for war 
with Iran?

Single parent, double trouble

Stories to tell

Neville Harvey
Graphic Artist



D27: Design and Presentation –
Graphics/Illustration Portfolio

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

Asbury Park Press
Gas prices so high?

Football for the uninitiated

Barnegat Bay projects

Race for presidency

Monster mash-up

Jeff Colson



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category D28

Overall Award: 
Innovation Award



D28: Overall Award –
Innovation Award

Third Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Record (Bergen County)

Signature

Staff



D28: Overall Award –
Innovation Award

Second Place, Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Two Days

Staff



D28: Overall Award –
Innovation Award

First Place, Daily Over 35,000

Asbury Park 
Press
Hurricane Resource 
Center

Staff



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category O1

Best Overall Website



O1: Best Overall Website

Third Place

Asbury 
Park Press
APP.com

Staff



O1: Best Overall Website

Second Place

The Record 
(Bergen County)

NorthJersey.com

Staff



O1: Best Overall Website

First Place

The Star-
Ledger
NJ.com

Staff



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category O2

Best Web Project



O2: Best Web Project

Third Place

The 
Express-
Times
Down on the farm

Matt Smith
Photographer

Kelly Huth
Features Editor



O2: Best Web Project

Second Place

Asbury Park Press
Cheated:
Lakewood’s public
schools have failed
and what we can do 

t to fix them

Staff



O2: Best Web Project

First Place

The Record 
(Bergen County)

Heroes 2012

Staff



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category O3

Best Multimedia 
Element



O3: Best Multimedia Element

Third Place

Burlington 
County 
Times
Holiday lighting 
displays in 
Burlington County

Audrey Harvin
Web Editor



O3: Best Multimedia Element

Second Place

The Record 
(Bergen County)

Sandy: Then and now

Tariq Zehawi
Michael Karas
Thomas E. Franklin
Sean Oates



O3: Best Multimedia Element

First Place

The Star-Ledger
The Choice: 
How reconstruction 
revolutionized the 
treatment 
of breast cancer

Adya Beasley
Video Journalist



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category O4

Best Blog



O4: Best Blog

Third Place

The Star-Ledger
Munchmobile

Peter Genovese
Blogger



O4: Best Blog

Second Place

Burlington 
County Times
Joe Mason

Joe Mason



O4: Best Blog

First Place

Asbury Park Press
Home & School

Alesha 
Williams 
Boyd
Education Reporter



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category O5

Best Video



O5: Best Video

Third Place

The Record 
(Bergen County)

Final Words – Reflections 
on living and dying

Carmine Galasso
Thomas E. Franklin
Jon Naso



O5: Best Video

Second Place

The Star-Ledger
10-year-old champion 
weightlifter keeps on 
breaking records

Adya Beasley
Video Journalist



O5: Best Video

First Place

Asbury Park Press
Superstorm Sandy 
Retrospective

Thomas P. Costello
Chief Photographer/Video



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category O6

Innovation Award



O6: Innovation Award

Third Place

Asbury Park 
Press
The 66 sessions

Alex Biese
Music Writer

Tom Spader
Videographer



O6: Innovation Award

Second Place

The Star-Ledger
Hurricane Sandy 
live chats

Staff



O6: Innovation Award

First Place

Asbury Park Press
Chef's Table

Bill Canacci
Editor

Nina Rizzo
Reporter

Multimedia Staff



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category O7

Online Breaking News



O7: Online Breaking News
Third Place

The Jersey Journal
Facebook page of Hoboken man identified 
as Connecticut shooter: 'It wasn't me'

Hoboken Police bring in two roommates 
of man falsely identified as Connecticut 
school shooter

Jersey City Mayor Healy: 
Not time to talk about gun control

and several more articles

Terrence T. McDonald
Reporter

Michaelangelo Conte
Reporter

Anthony J. Machcinski
Reporter

Editorial Staff



O7: Online Breaking News

Second Place

Asbury Park Press
Superstorm Sandy 
hits the Jersey 
Shore

Staff



O7: Online Breaking News

First Place

The Star-Ledger
Hurricane Sandy

Staff



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Category O8

Best Web Event



O8: Best Web Event

Third Place

New Jersey Herald
Tedesco Trial

Steven Reilly
Reporter

Amy Paterson
Internet Director

Staff



O8: Best Web Event

Second Place

The Star-Ledger
Hurricane Sandy

Staff



O8: Best Web Event

First Place

Asbury Park Press
Sandy leaves trail 
of destruction 
at Jersey Shore

Staff



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

General Excellence 
Awards



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

General Excellence 
Award
Daily



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

General Excellence 
Award

Daily Under 35,000



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

General Excellence Award
Daily Under 35,000

Burlington 
County Times

Willingboro



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

General Excellence 
Award

Daily Over 35,000



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

General Excellence Award
Daily Over 35,000

The Star-Ledger
Newark



NJPA Awards

Better Newspaper Contest 2012

Congratulations!
For copies of this presentation 

and lists of winners, go to:

www.njpa.org




