
2023 Annual 
Journalism Contest 

Awards Presentation
Forsgate Country Club, Monroe — April 25, 2024



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

WEEKLY
PHOTOGRAPHY 

RESULTS



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Photography Awards

Ocean City Sentinal



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Photography Awards

General News
THIRD PLACE

David Nahan

Playing to the 
Audience



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Photography Awards

Sports Action
THIRD PLACE

David Nahan

Double Slam



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Photography Awards — Sports Feature

Sports Feature
THIRD PLACE

David Nahan

Not Me



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Photography Awards

Portrait
THIRD PLACE

Craig D. Schenck

Crazy Susan 
The Cookie 

Queen



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Photography Awards

Sports Action
SECOND 
PLACE

David Nahan

Soft Landing



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Photography Awards

Sports Feature
SECOND 
PLACE

David Nahan

Focused



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Photography Awards

Sports Feature 
Picture Story 

SECOND 
PLACE

David Nahan

Flag Football



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Portrait
SECOND 
PLACE

David Nahan

Pied Piper

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

General News
FIRST PLACE

David Nahan

Business Plunge

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Sports Action 
FIRST PLACE

David Nahan

Wait For Me

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Photography Awards

Sports Feature 
Picture Story 
FIRST PLACE

David Nahan

Women’s Lifeguard 
Championship



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Feature
FIRST PLACE

David Nahan

Not Staying Down

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Feature Picture 
Story

FIRST PLACE

David Nahan

The Task at Hand

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Portrait
FIRST PLACE

David Nahan

Unconventional 
Beauty Queen

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Photography Awards

The  SandPaper



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Photography Awards

David Biggy

First Female 
State Champ

Sports Feature 
Picture Story 
THIRD PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Feature
THIRD PLACE

Jack Reynolds

Pelicans Soaring

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Feature Picture 
Story

THIRD PLACE

Jack Reynolds

Frances Anne

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Pictorial
THIRD PLACE

Jack Reynolds

Teachable 
Moment

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Spot News
SECOND 
PLACE

Jack Reynolds

Wires Sparking

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

General News
SECOND 
PLACE

Jack Reynolds

Shelter Dog

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Feature
SECOND 
PLACE

Jack Reynolds

Dog on Board

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Feature Picture 
Story

SECOND 
PLACEDavid Biggy

Southern Regional 
Graduation 2023

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Pictorial
SECOND 
PLACE

Jack Reynolds

Kayak Fishing

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Protest, Rally 
Or Gathering

SECOND 
PLACEJack Reynolds

Wind and Whales

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Sports Feature
FIRST PLACE

David Biggy

Going to the 
Championship

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Pictorial
FIRST PLACE

Jack Reynolds

Ocean Love

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Photography Awards

The Westfield Leader



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Paul Lachenauer

Anger on 
Both Sides

Protest, Rally 
Or Gathering
FIRST PLACE

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Lauren S. Barr

14-Hour Standoff

Spot News
FIRST PLACE

Weekly Photography Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Photography Awards

BEST  IN  SHOW



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Photography – Best in Show

Wait
For
Me

David
Nahan

Ocean City Sentinel



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

DAILY – UNDER 15,000
PHOTOGRAPHY 

RESULTS



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Courier-Post



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Chris LaChall

Officials 
Respond to 

Deadly House 
Explosion

Spot News
SECOND 
PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Courier News



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Alexander Lewis

Marisa Rose 
Bowl All-Star 

Game 1

Sports Action
SECOND 
PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

The Express-Times



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Saed Hindash

Dirty Play

Sports Action
THIRD PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Saed Hindash

Track-and-Field 
Athlete

Portrait
THIRD PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Saed Hindash

Flippin’ Graduate

Feature
SECOND 
PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Saed Hindash

Water Break

General News
FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Saed Hindash

Off the Draw

Sports Action
FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Saed Hindash

Proud Coach

Sports Feature
FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Saed Hindash

Ride On

Feature
FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Saed Hindash

Hindash 
Portfolio

Best Portfolio
FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

The Jersey Journal



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Joe Shine

Barge Blaze

Spot News
THIRD PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Reena Rose Sibayan

Wish Granted

General News
THIRD PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Resilient City 
Park

Feature
THIRD PLACE

Reena Rose Sibayan



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Chance at 
Redemption

General News
SECOND 
PLACE

Reena Rose Sibayan



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Cop for a Day

General News 
Picture Story

SECOND 
PLACE

Reena Rose Sibayan



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

The Reverend 
Rufus Strother

Portrait
SECOND 
PLACE

Michael T. Dempsey



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Portfolio

Best Portfolio
SECOND 
PLACE

Reena Rose Sibayan



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Seven-Alarm Fire

Spot News
FIRST PLACE

Reena Rose Sibayan



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Vigil for Andrew 
Washington

General News
Picture Story
FIRST PLACE

Reena Rose Sibayan



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Owner Closes 
Bar After 30 

Years

Portrait
FIRST PLACE

Reena Rose Sibayan



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Vigil for Drew

Protest, Rally 
or Gathering
FIRST PLACE

Reena Rose Sibayan



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

BEST  IN  SHOW
Daily - Under 15,000



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily (Under 15,000) Photography – Best in Show

Owner Closes 
Bar After 30 Years

Reena Rose
Sibayan

The Jersey Journal



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

DAILY – OVER 15,000
PHOTOGRAPHY 

RESULTS



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Asbury Park Press



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Thomas Costello

Beached Boat

General News
THIRD PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Peter Ackerman

Mat Dreams

Sports Feature
Picture Story
THIRD PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Peter Ackerman

Homeless Camp

Feature Picture
Story

THIRD PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Peter Ackerman

Egret

Pictorial
THIRD PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Thomas Costello

Overturned 
Truck

Spot News
SECOND 
PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Peter Ackerman

Preservationist

Portrait
SECOND 
PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Thomas Costello

Fireworks Aerial

Pictorial
SECOND 
PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Peter Ackerman

Portfolio

Best Portfolio
SECOND 
PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Thomas Costello

Asbury Park 
Flooding

Spot News
FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Tanya Breen

Young and Old

Portrait
FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Doug Hood

Cross Pier

Pictorial
FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

The Record (Bergen)



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Danielle 
Parhizkaran

Leeana Mercado 
On the Mat

Portrait
THIRD PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Tariq Zehawi

Tears on a 
Hero’s Helmet

General News
SECOND 
PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Kevin Wexler

Countdown
to Graduation

Feature
SECOND 
PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Danielle 
Parhizkaran

Day in the Life
Of Gov. Murphy

Feature Picture
Story

SECOND 
PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Chris Pedota

Grieving for 
Slain NJ 

Councilwoman

General News
FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Michael Karas

Supporters 
Demand Justice 

for Najee 
Seabrooks

General News
Picture Story
FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Chris Pedota

Jets Coach 
Outraged

Sports Feature
FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Anne-Marie 
Caruso

Fun is the Point
At Drag Brunch

Feature
FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Michael Karas

Justice for
Najee Rally

Protest, Rally 
Or Gathering
FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

The Star-Ledger



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Andrew Mills

Finish Line

Sports Action
THIRD PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Andrew Mills

Rutgers Wins!

Sports Feature
THIRD PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Julian Leshay

Morris County 
9/11 Memorial

Feature
THIRD PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Chris Faytok

High Jump 
Champ

Sports Action
SECOND 
PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Andrew Mills

State 
Championship 

Celebration

Sports Feature
SECOND 
PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Chris Faytok

2023 NJSIAA 
Wrestling 

Championships

Sports Feature
Picture Story

SECOND 
PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Andrew Mills

End Zone

Sports Action
FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Scott Faytok

High School 
Hockey at 
Fenway

Sports Feature
Picture Story
FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Andrew Mills

Fourth of July 
From the Sky

Feature Picture 
Story

FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography Awards

Andrew Mills

New Jersey 2023

Best Portfolio
FIRST PLACE



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Photography – Best in Show

Grieving for Slain 
NJ Councilwoman

Chris
Pedota
The Record 

(Bergen)



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

JOURNALISM 
AWARDS



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

WEEKLY
EDITORIAL/ONLINE 

RESULTS



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Cape May County
Herald Times

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Special Subject 
Writing

THIRD PLACE

Christopher South

Jewish Leaders Say Education 
is Needed to Combat 

Antisemitism

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Fresh Approach to
Routine Reporting

THIRD PLACE

Christopher South

Famous Dennis Township 
Chair Finally Falls

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Business/Economic
Writing Portfolio
THIRD PLACE

Shay Roddy

Clermont Lodge; Black Cactus; 
Avalon Hodge Podge

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Education Writing
THIRD PLACE

Christopher South

Cape Tech Welding Students on 
a Promising Career Arc

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Best Headlines
SECOND PLACE

Joe Dziublenski

His Connection to Bridges; 
Eating Cheesesteaks with Elvis; 

Grapes of Wrath



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Coverage of
Election/Politics
SECOND PLACE

Vince Conti 
Christopher South

Middle Township;
Stone Harbor; County



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Public Service
FIRST PLACE

Shay Roddy

Upper Township School Board 
Controversy



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Special Subject
Writing

FIRST PLACE

Shay Roddy

Ocean City Winery Faces 
Resistance from Neighbors, 

Township



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Coverage of
Election/Politics

FIRST PLACE

Christopher South
Shay Roddy

Wildwood Election



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Environmental
Writing

FIRST PLACE

Collin Hall

New Butterfly Tracker Made in 
Cape May Brings Hope for a 

Monarch Recovery



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Investigative
Reporting

FIRST PLACE

Shay Roddy

Margaret Mace Superintendent; 
Bullying Accusation 
‘Unsubstantiated’



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Feature Writing
FIRST PLACE

Shay Roddy

His Connection to Bridges
Spans a Lifetime



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Ongoing/Extended
Coverage

FIRST PLACE

Vince Conti

Offshore Wind



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

East Orange
Record Transcript

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Feature Writing
SECOND PLACE

Joe Ungaro

Chief Living Her
Childhood Dream



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Hanover Eagle and
Regional Weekly News

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Environmental
Writing

SECOND PLACE

Mike Condon

For One Morris County Town, 
Fighting Floodwaters



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Observer Tribune

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Editorial Comment
FIRST PLACE

P.C. Robinson

Compromise is Still Censorship; 
We Can Keep It



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Ocean City Sentinel

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Sports Writing
Portfolio

THIRD PLACE

David Nahan

Mustangs Top O.C. for S.J. Title; 
Mustang Baseball: S.J. Champs; 
Ousted OCHS Coaches Suing

For Defamation

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Environmental
Writing

THIRD PLACE

David Nahan

A Tale of Piping Plovers

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Feature Writing
THIRD PLACE

Craig D. Schenck

Take That, Redcoats! Legend a 
Blast in Upper Twp.

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Editorial Comment
THIRD PLACE

David Nahan

Board Put Issue to Rest and 
Tenure Should Matter in 
Superintendent Choice

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Editorial Section
Content/Layout
THIRD PLACE

David Nahan

Sentinel Editorial Sections

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Sports Section
Content/Layout
THIRD PLACE

David Nahan, Clyde Hughes, 
Craig D. Schenck, Kyle McCrane

Sentinel Sports Sections

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Special Issue
FIRST PLACE

David Nahan, Sam Hutchins, 
Craig D. Schenck

Upper Township
Business Association

Community Guide



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Critical Thinking
FIRST PLACE
Richard Stanislaw

Reviewer

Maestro leads Pops; Atlantic City 
Ballet joins Ocean City Pops; 

Margovich, Pops Highlight



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Roxbury Register

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Column Writing
THIRD PLACE

Mike Condon

All Hail the Rumpy Riser;
Well, At Least We Found a Use

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Enterprise
FIRST PLACE

Mike Condon

Remember the Pilot Truck Stop; 
Union Works Again; Roxbury’s 

Economic Boom



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

The Bernardsville News

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Special Issue
THIRD PLACE

Phil Nardone

Football 2023

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

News Writing
FIRST PLACE

W. Jacob Perry

Trucks a Concern;
GOP Candidates Oppose;

Office Slump Cited



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

The Citizen of 
Morris County

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Sports Writing
Portfolio

SECOND PLACE

Joe Hoffmann

Thanks Coach; Knolls Makes 
Regan Day a Win; Regan: Sees 

‘Age Discrimination’



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Sports Section
Layout/Content
FIRST PLACE

Phil Nardone,
Bob Decker

Sports in The Citizen



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

The Retrospect

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Public Service
THIRD PLACE

Matt Enuco

Secrecy Surrounds Local Police 
Misconduct Records

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

First Amendment
THIRD PLACE

Joan Buehler

Haddonfield’s Centennial Field 
Still Soggy Despite Reno

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Interpretive Writing
THIRD PLACE

Katrina Janco

Thorny Issues Surround
OPRA Request Reforms

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Ongoing/Extended
Coverage

THIRD PLACE

Staff

Colls Students Slam Super; Race 
Issues at Core of Colls Student 

Protest; Colls Students, Community 
Speak Out; Student Reps Resign

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Ongoing/Extended
Coverage

SECOND PLACE

Bethany Mitros,
Joan Buehler

Bombshell Lawsuit; Haddonfield 
Declares Developer in Default; 

Housing Plan Goes Up in 
Smoke; Haddonfield to Pay 

Developer



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Health/Science
Writing

SECOND PLACE

Bethany Mitros

Area Schools Respond 
to Youth MH Concerns



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Investigative
Reporting

SECOND PLACE

Joan Buehler

Twp. Rent Control Passes 4% 
Hike; Past Discrepancies Found



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Enterprise
SECOND PLACE

Molly Parks

The Young and Reckless: Giving 
Bike Life a Bad Name



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Special Subject
Writing

SECOND PLACE

Joan Buehler

How Safe is Local Rail?



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Column Writing
SECOND PLACE

Mark Zeigler

Don’t Tell Anyone You Have a 
Pony; People Used to Use 

These (He Still Does)



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Arts/Entertainment
Writing

SECOND PLACE

Lily Gannon

Glass as Art: Graeber Captures
A Great Through the Lens



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Coverage of Crime, 
Police, Courts
FIRST PLACE

Matt Enuco

Haddonfield Native Stedman Set 
to Stand Trial on Jan. 6 Charges; 

Jan. 6 Rioter Stedman Facing 
Prison Time



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Arts/Entertainment
Writing

FIRST PLACE

Lily Gannon

Colls Dance Co. Fresh Take
On Nutcracker



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Health/Science
Writing

FIRST PLACE

Bethany Mitros

Drug Overdose 
Settlement in CC



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

The SandPaper

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Arts/Entertainment
Writing

THIRD PLACE

Jon Coen

Author, Filmmaker Comes Home 
to Shoot Movie Set on ‘70s LBI

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Coverage of
Government

THIRD PLACE

Monique M. 
Demopoulos

Tuckerton May Reinstate Fire 
Co.; Tuckerton Fire Ignores 

Advice from Attorney

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Critical Writing
THIRD PLACE

Rick Mellerup

Surflight’s ‘Something Rotten’; 
Surflight’s ‘Annie Warbucks’; 
Hall’s ‘Out There’ Gives Ken 

Burns Run for His Money

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

New Writing
THIRD PLACE

David Biggy

Stafford District Faces $2.3 
Million State Aid Cut; Stafford 

Mayor to Make Run at 
Assembly; Jen’s Links Goes Up 

for Sale

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Enterprise
THIRD PLACE

David Biggy

Donohue Sr. Has Always Given 
His Best; Donohue Jr. Has 

Watched Dad Pour Into 
Programs; Donohue Q&A

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Coverage of 
Elections/Politics

THIRD PLACE

Eric Englund

Oldham Withdraws from Race; 
Mayor Oldham Accepts Write-In 
Bid; Down by 15 Votes, Mayor 
Jon Oldham Files for Recount

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Investigative
Reporting

THIRD PLACE

Gina G. Scala

Wind Survey Says: Most LBI 
Taxpayers Don’t Like Plan; JCTA 
Survey Grabs Only One Moment

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Critical Writing
SECOND PLACE

Victoria Ford

Pine Shores Brings Exhibit to 
Tuckerton; Scenes Awash in 
Light; Spring Tides Art Show; 

Plein Air Plus at LBIF



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Public Service
SECOND PLACE

Gina G. Scala

Public Safety Concerns 
Prompt Legal Action to Stop 

Summer Work



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

First Amendment
SECOND PLACE

Gina G. Scala

2025 New End Date for 
Causeway Work

After Summer Break



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Best Lede
SECOND PLACE

Gina G. Scala

Beach Patrol, Volunteers Rally to 
Beached Whale; Indicators 
Show Risk; Tradition on Full 

Display at Coast Guard 
Ceremony



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Fresh Approach to 
Routine Reporting
SECOND PLACE

Juliet Kaszas-Hoch

Fathers and Fishing: 
Generations of Shapiros ‘With 

Saltwater in Their Veins’



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Interpretive
Writing

SECOND PLACE

Gina G. Scala

Save LBI Eyes Energy
Rates from Turbines



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Business/Economic 
Writing Portfolio
SECOND PLACE

Jon Coen

Late Night Heroes; Tradition of 
Shave Ice from Hawaiian 

Islands; Brighton Beach Surf 
Shop Will Close After Summer



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Online
Breaking News

SECOND PLACE

Eric Englund

Barnegat Man Charged in 
Murder of Parents



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Online Breaking
News Sports Story
SECOND PLACE

David Biggy

Barnegat Girls Bowling Squad 
Scores Second Straight 

Sectional Crown



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Best Use of
Social Media

SECOND PLACE

Sarah Lill

Jen’s Links Sale



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Special Issue
SECOND PLACE

Staff

The Beachcomber
Holiday Guide 2023



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Editorial Section
Layout/Content

SECOND PLACE

Pattie McIntyre
Gail Travers

SandPaper Editorial
April 12, Aug. 30



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Sports Section
Layout/Content

SECOND PLACE

Pattie McIntyre
David Biggy

SandPaper Sports
April 19, Oct. 25



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Business/Economic 
Writing Portfolio

FIRST PLACE

Maria Scandale

One More Legendary Season for 
Mustache Bill’s; New Day for 

Horizon; ‘Barnegat’s Best 
Seafood’ in as Local Enterprise



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Interpretive
Writing

FIRST PLACE

David Biggy

State Aid Cuts Force Stafford 
Schools Into Corner



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

First Amendment
FIRST PLACE

Gian G. Scala

Offshore Wind Meeting Falls 
Short with Public, Comment 

Period Looms



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Education Writing
FIRST PLACE

David Biggy

Berardi Says Goodbye After 
Pouring Her Heart into 

Southern Regional



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Column Writing
FIRST PLACE

Rick Mellerup

Is All Math Education Needed in 
the Age of Smarphones?; 

Immigrants Spice Up Life in 
Many Successful Ways



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Sports Writing
Portfolio

FIRST PLACE

David Biggy

Pinelands’ Livio Caps Standout 
Career; Southern’s Madsen 

Hangs Up Coach’s Hat; Gonzales 
Rose to Stardom with Mom as His 

‘Rock’



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Best Headlines
FIRST PLACE

Gina G. Scala

Parking Debate Serves Up 
Concessions; New Rendering 

Brings Turbine Visibility into Focus; 
Officials Talk Trash as 

Noncompliance Heaps on Concerns



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Best Lede
FIRST PLACE

David Biggy

Stafford School Esports Squad 
Rolls On; Emma June Lives Life 
to Fullest; Southern’s Madsen 

Hangs Up Coach’s Hat After 29 
Years



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Online
Breaking News
FIRST PLACE

Monique M. 
Demopoulos

Little Egg Harbor Mourns
Loss of Preteen After 

Tragic Dirt Bike Accident



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Best Use of
Social Media
FIRST PLACE

Sarah Lill

Hands Across the Beaches
Reel Strategy



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Best Video
FIRST PLACE

David Biggy

SRHS Field of Flags



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Online Breaking
News Sports Story

FIRST PLACE

David Biggy

Jayla Hahn Becomes Southern 
Regional’s First Female 
Wrestling State Champ



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

The Two River Times

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Best Headlines
THIRD PLACE

Sunayana Prabhu

May the Fizz Be With You; 
Holmdel Residents Feel Gaslit 

By NJNG; Amid Water 
Concerns, Development Still in 

Pipeline

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Health/Science
Writing

THIRD PLACE

Elizabeth Wulfhorst

Two Teachers Now 
United for Life

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Coverage of 
Government

SECOND PLACE

Stephen Appezzato

Monmouth Park Proposes 
Development to Address 

Financial Uncertainty; Proposed 
Development Gallops On



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

New Writing
SECOND PLACE

Sunayana Prabhu

Residents Launch Petition; Colts 
Neck Residents Raise Storm 

About Potential Threat; Colts Neck 
Development Still in Pipeline



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Education Writing
SECOND PLACE

Stephen Appezzato

Towns Pushing Transgender Policy 
Revisions; Partisan Pushback Over 

Changes; Policy Ignites Battle; 
More Schools Reconsider Policies



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Fresh Approach to 
Routine Reporting

FIRST PLACE

Sunayana Prabhu

Oceanport’s Got Gobble Trouble



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Editorial Section
Layout/Content
FIRST PLACE

Judy O’Gorman Alvarez
Elizabeth Wulfhorst

Editors

Eduardo Pinzon
Production Editor

April 14; Nov. 2, 2023



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

The Westfield Leader

Weekly Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Editorial Comment
SECOND PLACE

Lauren S. Barr

Government Policies Should Not 
Interfere; It’s Time to Resign



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Weekly Online/Editorial Awards

Coverage of 
Government

FIRST PLACE

Katie Moen

Aziz Could Lose Seat; Fellow 
BOE Member Files Ethics 

Complaint



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

DAILY – UNDER 15,000
JOURNALISM/ONLINE  

RESULTS



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Courier News

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Specialty Writing
Portfolio

THIRD PLACE

Alexander Lewis

Lewis Portfolio

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Business Writing
Portfolio

SECOND PLACE

Alexander Lewis

Lewis Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Government
Writing Portfolio
SECOND PLACE

Alexander Lewis

Lewis Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Courier-Post

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Scholastic Sports
Writing Portfolio
THIRD PLACE

Tom McGurk

McGurk Portfolio

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Enterprise
Reporting

THIRD PLACE

Staff

Portfolio

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Best Video
FIRST PLACE

Chris LaChall

Artist Mike Bell Brings New Life 
to Thrift Store Paintings in 

Tuckahoe Brewing Co. Exhibit



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Daily Record

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Sports Writing
Portfolio

FIRST PLACE

Jane Havsy

Havsy Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Home News Tribune

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Sports Writing
Portfolio

THIRD PLACE

Mike Ashmore

Ashmore Portfolio

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Public Service
THIRD PLACE

Staff

Needy Cases Fund 2023

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Business Writing
Portfolio

THIRD PLACE

Brad Wadlow

Wadlow Portfolio

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Feature, Entertainment, 
Lifestyle Portfolio

SECOND PLACE

Jenna Intersimone

Intersimone Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Scholastic Sports
Writing Portfolio
SECOND PLACE

Andrew Mendlowitz

Mendlowitz Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Sports Writing
Portfolio

SECOND PLACE

Paul Franklin

Franklin Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Public Service
SECOND PLACE

Staff

Marisa Bowl Coverage



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Feature, Entertainment, 
Lifestyle Portfolio
FIRST PLACE

Cheryl Makin

Makin Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

News Column
FIRST PLACE

Mike Deak

Deak Columns



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Specialty Writing
Portfolio

FIRST PLACE

Cherly Makin

Makin Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

The Jersey Journal

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Feature, Entertainment, 
Lifestyle Portfolio
THIRD PLACE

Jim Testa

Testa Portfolio

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Government
Writing Portfolio
THIRD PLACE

Joshua Rosario

Rosario Portfolio

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

News Column
THIRD PLACE

Alexander Santora

Santora Columns

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

News Writing
Portfolio

THIRD PLACE

Mark Koosau

Koosau Portfolio

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Enterprise
Reporting

SECOND PLACE

John Gomez

Gomez Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Specialty Writing
Portfolio

SECOND PLACE

Alexander Santora

Santora Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

News Writing
Portfolio

SECOND PLACE

Joshua Rosario

Rosario Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

News Column
SECOND PLACE

Joan Quigley

Quigley Columns



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Critical Writing
SECOND PLACE

Alexander Santora

Santora Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

News Writing
Portfolio

FIRST PLACE

Teri West

West Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Scholastic Sports
Writing Portfolio

FIRST PLACE

Jason Bernstein

Bernstein Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Enterprise
Reporting

FIRST PLACE

Joshua Rosario

Rosario Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Public Service
FIRST PLACE

Joshua Rosario

Rosario Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Critical Writing
FIRST PLACE

Jim Testa

Testa Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Business Writing
Portfolio

FIRST PLACE

Teri West

West Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Government
Writing Portfolio

FIRST PLACE

Teri West

West Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

DAILY - OVER 15,000
JOURNALISM/ONLINE  

RESULTS



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Asbury Park Press

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

First Amendment
THIRD PLACE

Joe Strupp
Juan Carlos Castillo

Lakewood Schools Troubling 
Financial Future

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Best Video
THIRD PLACE

Brian Johnston

WHTG Documentary: Modern 
Rock Radio and the House on 

Hope Road

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Government
Writing Portfolio

FIRST PLACE

Mike Davis

Jackson NJ Battling
with Antisemitism



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Best Video
Portfolio

FIRST PLACE

Thomas Costello

News that Shaped Our World



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

NJ Spotlight News

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

First Year
Journalist

THIRD PLACE

Hannah Gross

Transgender Students: How 
Controversy Over NJ School 

Policy is Taking a Toll

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Best Video
SECOND PLACE

Michael Sol Warren, 
Courtney Baynes, 

James Kraft
Clam Fishing is Big Money in 

NJ; Climate Change is 
Threatening the Industry’s 

Future



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

The Philadelphia Inquirer

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Feature, Entertainment, 
Lifestyle Portfolio
THIRD PLACE

Al Lubrano

New Jersey Narratives

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Specialty Writing
Portfolio

SECOND PLACE

Staff

What’s the Fastest Way to
Get to the Shore?



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

The Record (Bergen)

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Best Headlines
THIRD PLACE

Joe Farrell

Putting on the Jersey; Taking It 
to the House; Around the Horn

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Specialty Writing
Portfolio

THIRD PLACE

Hannan Adely

‘Palestinians Have Not Lost 
Hope’; A Community is United in 

Grief; Hollywood has 
Stereotyped Arabs for Decades

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Editorial Comment
THIRD PLACE

Ed Forbes

Underserved Communities 
Deserve Better

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Enterprise
Reporting

THIRD PLACE
Katie Sobko, Ashley 

Balcerszak, Jean Rimbach, 
Kristie Cattafi

Investigation of
Sen. Robert Menendez

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Best Audio
Portfolio

THIRD PLACE

Art Stapleton,
Paul Wood

All in with Art Stapleton:
A NY Giants Podcast

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Critical Wrting
SECOND PLACE

Jim Beckerman

Immersive ‘Great Gatsby’ Review; 
Why are Moviegoers so Excited?; 
‘The Last of Us:’ Another Reason 

We Loved Ep’s 3 Story



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Government
Writing Portfolio
SECOND PLACE

Kristie Cattafi

Cataffi Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

News Column
SECOND PLACE

Mike Kelly

Kelly Columns



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Sports Column
SECOND PLACE

Darren Cooper

Athlete’s Story Proves Loving 
Someone with Autism Worth 

Heartache; McGill Scholarship 
Winner Has Spirit; B.C. Football 
Coach Embraces What’s Hard



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Editorial Comment
SECOND PLACE

Ed Forbes

Public Transparency



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Public Service
SECOND PLACE

Staff

Hazards Next Door



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Best Video
Portfolio

SECOND PLACE

Anne-Marie Caruso

Caruso Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Best Web
Project

SECOND PLACE

Staff

Hazards Next Door



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Critical Writing
FIRST PLACE

Kara VanDooijeweert

We Got Into 17-course Sushi 
Dinner; North Jersey’s Top 10 
Restaurants; Fiorentini Brings 
Sophisticated Tasting Menu



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

First Year
Journalist

FIRST PLACE

Amanda Wallace

Wallace Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Best Headlines
FIRST PLACE

Scott Muller

Defusing the Situation; Details 
are Hazy; Point of Snow Return



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Business Writing
Portfolio

FIRST PLACE

Daniel Munoz

How Tipping Culture is 
Changing; After Menendez, 

Answers to Your Gold 
Questions; Is $500k the New 

$300k?



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

News Column
FIRST PLACE

Jim Beckerman

Beckerman Columns



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

News Writing
Portfolio

FIRST PLACE

Megan Burrow

Burrow Portfolio



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Best Web
Project

FIRST PLACE

Tariq Zehawi,
Scott Fallon

The Passaic: A River
Of Contradictions



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Online
Breaking News
FIRST PLACE

Staff

Severe Flooding in North Jersey



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Best Video
FIRST PLACE

Anne-Marie Caruso

Ending the Stigma



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

The Star-Ledger

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Scholastic Sports
Writing Portfolio
THIRD PLACE

Steve Politi

Hahn Wouldn’t Let Bullies Keep 
Her From Making History; Teen 
Could Become Youngest Cup 

Player in History; 415-2?!

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Sports Column
THIRD PLACE

Bob Klapisch

Why Judge and Friends Sing 
God Bless America; Volpe’s 
Remarkable Journey; Davey 
Johnson Weighs in on MLB 

2023

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Sports Writing
Portfolio

THIRD PLACE

Darrly Slater

Where Did Roseman Get His 
Fearlessness?; How Williams 
Unloaded Haunting Past; Who 
Does Thibodeaux Think He Is?

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Critical Writing
THIRD PLACE

Jeremy Schneider

New Restaurant is Italian-Japanese 
Sensation; Chef Just Opened New 

Restaurant; Best New Burger 
Challenging Local Legends

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Public Service
THIRD PLACE

Ted Sherman

Death at Berth 18: Why Did 2 
Firefighters Die in Ship Fire that 

Looked So Routine?

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Business Writing
Portfolio

THIRD PLACE

Jelani Gibson

Inside First Black Woman-Owned 
Legal Weed Store; Is Democratic 
Chair Infuencing Who Can Sell 
Weed?; Corruption, Backroom 

Deals, Politics Mire Weed Rollout

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

News Column
THIRD PLACE

Paul Mulshine

Republicans Should Have Listened 
to Buffett; Murphy has Member of 

Liquor Lobby Crying in Beer; Traffic 
in London is Hell on Wheels

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

Government
Writing Portfolio
THIRD PLACE

S.P. Sullivan

Parole Officer Fled Cops at 100 
mph; Federal Officer Going Back 
to Work Behind Bars; Facebook 

Fighting Requests by Police

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

News Writing
Portfolio

THIRD PLACE

Keith Sargeant

Sick Puppies, Healthy Profits;
A Culture of Silence; 

The Day I Died

Daily Online/Editorial Awards



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

First Year
Journalist

SECOND PLACE

Corey Annan

Meet new Brunswick’s Blind 
Sprinter; Fighting to Make Women’s 

Football Succeed; Young 
Carpenters Can Help Build Future



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Best Headlines
SECOND PLACE

Phil Cornell

Odor in Court; SAT Tests are …; 
Mural’s Condition Improving 
After Hospital Performs Art 

Transplant



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Business Writing
Portfolio

SECOND PLACE

Derek Hall

The Long Pour; Corporate 
Giants in Line for Big Tac 

Breaks; N.J. has More Remote 
Workers Than Most States



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

News Writing
Portfolio

SECOND PLACE

Spencer Kent

The Stranger in the Mirror; 
Keeping Mike Alive; Falling 

Through the Cracks



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Scholastic Sports
Writing Portfolio
SECOND PLACE

Joe Zedalis

Shocking Study Shows HS Team 
Wrestling in Trouble; Girls Flag 

Football Exploding; Pitching 
Injuries on the Rise



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Sports Writing
Portfolio

SECOND PLACE

Steve Politi

Livvy Inc.; ‘Nobody Expected 
Him to Live this Long’; The Wild 

Story of a Yankees Legend’s 
Long-Forgotten Country Song



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Enterprise
Reporting

SECOND PLACE

Spencer Kent

The Stranger in the Mirror



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

First Amendment
SECOND PLACE

Riley Yates, S.P. Sullivan, 
Kevin Shea, Deion Johnson

N.J. Promised to Change How it 
Probes Police Shootings – 
Critics Say it isn’t Working



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Feature, Entertainment, 
Lifestyle Portfolio

SECOND PLACE

Karim Shamsi-Basha

My First Baseball Game After 40 
Years in America; Father’s 
Ancient Pocket Watch and 

Secret to Life; Dishes to Dreams



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Public Service
FIRST PLACE

Adam Clark

Portraits of a Crisis



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Editorial Comment
FIRST PLACE

Dave D’Alessandro

Your Secretive Government Keeps 
Breaking the Law; Strategy for 
Mentally Ill Should Not Involve 
Shooting Them; Don’t Let Your 

Babies Grow Up to be Cowboys



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Enterprise
Reporting

FIRST PLACE

Rebecca Everett

When Tasers Fail



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

First Amendment
FIRST PLACE

Riley Yates,
Steve Strunsky

Big Retirement Payouts Cost 
$76M; Parti-time Officials, Full-
time Perks; Towns Quietly Paid 

$78M to Settle Suits Against Cops



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Feature, Entertainment, 
Lifestyle Portfolio
FIRST PLACE

Peter Genovese

Trailer Park Heaven; Welcome 
to Paradise; Luncheonette 

Celebrates 100th Anniversary



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Scholastic Sports
Writing Portfolio

FIRST PLACE

Jake Aferiat

Inside East Side Wrestling’s Fight to 
be Taken Seriously; Davenport 

Makes History; North Hunterdon’s 
Next Wrestling Coach: Inside Look



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Specialty Writing
Portfolio

FIRST PLACE

Karin Price Mueller

We Made 150 Calls to Helplines; 
‘They’re Just Predators’; Here’s 

How I Saved $360 a Year



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Sports Column
FIRST PLACE

Steve Politi

Rodgers’ Injury is Proof Jets are 
Cursed; Pacheco Makes Super 
Bowl History for Rutgers; ‘Not 

Bad for a Bunch of Nerds’



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Daily Online/Editorial Awards

Sports Writing
Portfolio

FIRST PLACE

Kevin Armstrong

Death at the Racetrack;
Name, Image and Mustache; 

Ghanaian Grace



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

GENERAL
EXCELLENC

E

Get Ready for the Big Finale!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest
Get Ready for the Big Finale!

General Excellence Criteria
The General Excellence winner is awarded according to which 

newspaper receives the highest cumulative total for first-, second- and 
third-place awards in all categories, including photography.

First place earns three points. Second place receives two points. 
Third place gets one point.

The newspaper with the most cumulative points in each division
wins the award. For dailies, two General Excellence winners are 

awarded – one in each circulation division.



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

1st
GENERAL 

EXCELLENCE
Weekly



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

The SandPaper

1st
GENERAL 

EXCELLENCE
Weekly



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

PRIZE
TIME!!



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

1st
GENERAL 

EXCELLENCE
Daily — Under 15,000



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

The Jersey 
Journal

1st
GENERAL 

EXCELLENCE
Daily — Under 15,000



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

1st
GENERAL 

EXCELLENCE
Daily — Over 15,000



2023   Better Newspaper Contest

The Star-Ledger

1st
GENERAL 

EXCELLENCE
Daily — Over 15,000



Thank You 
For Coming!

See You Next Year!


